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Boston Post Cane Policy
Mr. Edwin A. Grozier, publisher of the Boston Post newspaper, in 1909 distributed 431 gold headed ebony canes to the Board of Selectmen in selected New England towns.  This cane was to be given to the oldest male resident of the town, compliments of the Boston Post.  The cane was to be used by the resident, but ownership was the towns and the Board of Selectmen trustees of the cane.  Because records are silent we do not have the age of the recipient when the cane was awarded in the earlier years. The canes were made by J.F. Fradley and Co. from New York.  The ebony used for the cane came from Congo, Africa and cut to canes length, seasoned for six months, turned on lathes, coated and polished.  They had a 14-carat gold head two inches long, decorated by hand and a ferruled tip.  The inscription on the head reads—Presented by the Boston Post to the oldest Citizen of Sunderland Mass—to be transmitted.  The first Sunderland resident to receive the cane was Luther Osgood Chittenden.  Althea P. Hubbard was the first female Sunderland resident to receive the cane.  The tradition of handing of the cane still exists in Sunderland with the original cane.
1.  Must be a resident of Sunderland for 1 year.  This would exclude a resident of the Cozy Corner Nursing Home unless previously a resident of Sunderland. 

2.  The oldest resident would be determined by the Town Clerk using census information.

3.  The cane will remain in the custody of the town and a pin will be given to the recipient to keep. 
4.  The oldest resident will be voted by the Board of Selectmen.  The Selectmen may delegate a representative of their choosing to award the pin and certificate to the recipient if they are unable. 

5.  If by chance the holder of the golden cane is determined to be younger than another resident both would be recognized with the pin and certificate.

6.  If the recipient moves out of town the next oldest citizen in town would receive the honor.

7.  If the oldest person in town declines the pin and certificate, that person would be simply noted as the oldest person. 
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