Urgent – Sustain Sunderland Elementary School!!

· We need to raise $100,000 by Sept. 1st to keep vital programs at our school.

· All donations are tax deductible (see below). Funds will be disbursed by the School Committee. Current top priorities are to restore the art and music programs; all ideas are welcome. 
· Please consider donating the override amount you would have paid in taxes this year, if you can, to the Sunderland Elementary School Gift fund. 
· Please ask employers and others for donations. Our group is coordinating business donations. 
· We need donations most urgently before September 1st. 
· We will continue to work together toward a long-term vision and sustainability. 

· Together we can weather this year and reinvent a future for our town and school. 
How to donate:

1. PLEASE READ TAX DONATION INFORMATION BELOW CAREFULLY. 
2. Write checks to Town of Sunderland. (Donations to towns are tax deductible). 
3. Write ‘Elementary School Gift Fund’ in the memo line. The money will be placed in a fund for the school.

4. Fill out the donation form (below). All parts of the form are optional. 
5. Send checks to: Elementary School Fund, Elementary School, Swampfield Dr., Sunderland, MA 01375

*All donation amounts will be kept confidential. Check if you want your name to be acknowledged publically. 

Tax deductions: 

Donations to towns are tax deductible (confirmed with accountant). For checks $250 or more, you need a written receipt from the town stating that you received no products or services in return for the donation. Receipts will be coordinated with the good folks in town hall and mailed to you as documentation for tax filing. Don’t let this small hurdle deter large donations!! We need them.  
If you have questions, please call: Teresa Jones: 397-9987, Melinda Petit: 665-4823, Sylvia Maes: 665-8969
OPTIONAL DONATION FORM: Please complete part or all of this form and return with your check. 

Name: _______________
Email: ____________________  Address: _______________________________
Your top three priorities to fund at the school:



1. __________________________




2. __________________________

3. __________________________

· I request that interest on these funds remain with and become part of the grant account, and may be expended as part of the grant by the School Committee without further appropriations. 

You may publically acknowledge me as a donor (not amount). If this is not checked, your name will not be shared.

· Urgent – Sustain Sunderland Elementary School!!
Dear Sunderland Elementary School Parents & Supporters: We need you, and we need you today!

An informal group of parents and school supporters has come together to pursue short and long-term solutions to our school's emergency. Many, many people are stepping up with ideas, volunteer offers, donations and many other contributions. As you probably know, our town override referendum failed and the town and school committees have cut $770,000 from the budget originally approved by Town Meeting. This means $384,558 in cuts from school programs (full list of cuts below). The damage is extensive and painful. We must move quickly to do what we can to save critical programs in the short term, so we can rebuild them fully.  We are also exploring long-term strategies to sustain education in Sunderland. This letter explains some of the steps we all can take right now. We need you and we need you today to make a difference for this year’s preK-6 children. Nothing can replace a year of a child’s education. Together, we can make this year a good one. 
School Program Cuts & Reductions 
	Eliminated Programs/Positions


	Cost/saving
	Reduced programs/positions
	Cost/saving

	4 classroom assistants
	$71,701
	Physical education 1.0 to 0.6 (1 day/wk)
	$15,630

	SPED teacher
	$56,707
	Reading specialist 1.0 to 0.6 FTE
	$15,196

	Music teacher (all programs)
	$48,168
	Custodial 2.0 to 1.5 FTE
	$14,643

	Librarian
	$38,773
	Math specialist 0.8 to 0.6 FTE 

MCAS prep 15 weeks to 10 weeks
	$13,346

	Pre-school teacher
	$28,466
	Nurse 1.0 to 0.9 FTE
	$4,897

	Technology teacher
	$24,933
	Office copier
	$2,000

	Art teacher
	$23,500
	Transportation 3 buses to 2 buses
	$15,668

	Reading recovery & Spanish
	$14,688
	
	


What you can do: 
· Make a generous donation to the Elementary School Gift Fund to reclaim critical programs.  Donations are fully tax deductible. (See next page to make a donation.)
· Participate with your time and talents
· Email pulaskip@ses.sunderland.ma.us with your name & areas of volunteer interest 
(e.g. help out with music, art, language, literacy, math, recess & lunch supervision, etc.).
· Email mbeeltje@yahoo.com to join on-line discussion to sustain our school. 
· Come to town and school committee and PTO meetings and offer your best thinking
· Come to Special Town Meeting, Monday, August 17, 7:00 p.m., Elementary School

The school committee and administration will consider requests for funding priorities. Their final decisions will be based on providing the best services for the most children at the school.                            THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.








